
 

 

 

 

 

 

In honor of the American Philatelic Society Stampshow to be held in Pittsburgh in August, the cover for the 

Postal History Journal 143 reproduces a painting by David G. Blythe of the mayhem at the General Delivery 

window of the old Pittsburgh post office, around 1859 (visitors may see the painting at the Carnegie Institute). 

(Illus. 1) 

 

 
 

This leads into George McGowanôs article on General Delivery mail, which  includes American examples both 

early and modern (illus 2) and examples of foreign examples that show the different fees charged (illus 3). 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 
 

Professor Konstantin Dierks of Indiana University contributes an essay on the role of mail in Revolutionary 

War period America, and several philatelic postal historians have added information and illustration, such as 

this express rider receipt from Frank Reischerl (illus 4). 

 
 

 

 


