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Stamp Collecting Month 
 

Yes, it’s that month of the year when we owe it to 

ourselves and our collections to swap and trade, buy 

and sell, and enjoy or hobby.  Making last year’s 

successful club auction a “tradition” by repeating it 

this year, we can look forward to a lively October 

KPS meeting. 
 

If you haven’t yet put together your auction lots, you 

have only a few days left.  Remember to fill out the 

auction form that appeared in the August KPS news 

and bring your lots (up to 10) and form early to the 

meeting. Bruce Roberts and I will do our usual “tag-

team” auction.  Don’t be shy – bid freely. Remember 

that there is no sales commission to the club, as we 

have at Knoxpex, and all proceeds go to the lot 

owners. It’s a great opportunity to sell individual 

stamps of modest value, and many of those sold 

briskly last year. 
 

To cap off Stamp Collecting Month, we will again be 

using the official APS cancel shown below.  Designed 

by APS Chapter Activities Chair and Webmaster, 

Tom Fortunato, the cancel shows a spiny sea urchin, 

one of the key animals in the kelp forest ecosystem 

depicted on the associated stamps. Look for it on your 

November KPS News, which will be mailed October 

20. 
 

Have a happy October.  I’ll see you at the auction! 
    

Tom Broadhead 

President’s Column 
 

After asking the members for suggestions, 

researching ideas, and finally voting, the Knoxville 

Philatelic Society committed early to have our annual 

Holiday Dinner and Get-Together at Mama Blues 

located at 9645 Kingston Pike in West Knoxville. It 

was nice to see the club take this action early in the 

season so that we could get our first choice in 

locations. Unfortunately, the owners of Mama Blues, 

claiming a needed response to the recession, changed 

the name from the trendy sounding “Mama Blues” to 

the no-frills moniker “Five Dollar Buffet.” Not a very 

mouth watering name in anybody’s book. 

Immediately the quality and selection went into a 

nose dive according to reviews I read online and the 

restaurant went from being “the best southern buffet 

in Knoxville (to) the worst buffet in Knoxville,” 

according to stella698340 on the website Urbanspoon 

Knoxville. So it is not surprising that this restaurant 

has now closed its doors. That’s right; the Restaurant 

Gods have teamed up with the Philatelic Gods and 

intervened on our behalf to save us from having to 

spend an evening at the ill-fated $5 Buffet. Now of 

course the bad news; we don’t have a location for our 

Christmas Party. The KPS Board will meet on 

September 29th and this issue will be of the highest 

priority. The three immediate choices that come to 

mind are Ramsey's Cafeteria, The Mandarin House, 

or a pot-luck dinner at our normal meeting location at 

the Tennessee Valley Unitarian Universalist Church. 

Other ideas may also be presented. The biggest 

problem will be finding a location with a room free in 

early December at this late date. So, stay tuned to find 

out the new location for our party and wish us luck in 

finding one at this late date.    
 

Ralph Dinwiddie 

 
 



Knoxville Philatelic Society Meeting –  

August 4, 2009 
 

The KPS met at the TVUUC for the regular monthly 
meeting. Several members had items to sell, or trade, 

and the lots purchased from the auction were available 

as well. Bruce Roberts conducted his class on 

Exhibiting at Stamp Shows before the regular 

meeting. 
  

The meeting was called to order by Stu Hanlein, 

Vice President, at 7:20 p.m.  The minutes of the 

previous meeting were approved as published in the 

newsletter. Thomas Lane gave the treasurer’s report, 

showing a balance of $6042.49. There were 26 

members and visitors in attendance.  
 

Jim Pettway mentioned that our newsletter editor, 

Tom Broadhead, needs articles for the newsletter. 

Please contact Tom at tomwb50@aol.com with 

your ideas and plans to write an article. Jim also 

gave a report on Bill Muenzer’s recent stamp 

bourse. Our club hosted the beginner’s table, and 

signed up four new members.  
 

Bruce Roberts announced that Charlie Wade has 

organized the Canadian stamps purchased in the 

recent auction lots for the club.  Randy and Russ 

Haese have priced all the single stamps, and all 

items are available for purchase.  
 

Charles Klinstiver presented the program on US 

Proofs, beginning with a history of the proofs, and a 

very interesting talk explaining all the facets of 

collecting these items, from the papers and materials 

used, trial color proofs, plate proofs to the gray-back, 

yellow paper, and hybrid proofs. He passed around 

many examples, and we got to examine them closely. 

Following the presentation, there was a period of Q & 

A. Thanks for a wonderful program, Charles!  
 

There will be a Fifth Tuesday Meeting this month, 

September 28, with the Board meeting at 6 p.m. and  

Buy-Sell-Trade with the KPS auction lots and APS 

sales circuits at 7 p.m.  
. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:20, with plenty of time 

to buy, examine, trade, and talk STAMPS!  

Respectfully submitted,   

Jo Mynatt, Secretary 
 

Upcoming Events 
For more events visit the calendar of the Southeast 

Federation of Stamp Clubs - www.stampclubs.com/events. 
  October 6 – KPS monthly meeting and annual live 

auction for members. 

   November 3 – KPS monthly meeting.  Program will be 

by Charlie Wade on the U.S. National Postal Museum. 

  December 1 – KPS monthly meeting and annual holiday 

dinner – at a place yet to be determined.  Check the 

President’s Column and lend your opinion. Gift exchange 

(bring a gift that costs not more than $5.00).  

  December 29 – KPS 5
th
 Tuesday meeting – trade and 

swap, APS Circuit Books, KPS Auction lot sales at 7:00; 

KPS Board Meeting at 6:00. 

  January 4 – KPS monthly meeting.  Program will be by 

Dave Warfel on “Polar Stamps.” 

   February 2 – KPS monthly meeting.  Program will be by 

Tom Ringenbach – stay tuned for the topic. 

  March 2 – KPS monthly meeting and final preparations 

for Knoxpex 2010. 

   March 6-7 – Knoxpex 2010.  The KPS annual show 

will feature the theme of the Centennial of the Boy Scouts 

of America and will be held at the Holiday Inn on Cedar 

Bluff Rd. 
 
   

Stamp of the Month  
 

This month’s stamp is from 

Switzerland (Scott 332), the 20 

centime value in a 1945 series of 

stamps that focused on themes of 

resources, energy, and transport-

tation.  The Scott catalog 

mentions two varieties – one with “three lines above the 

curved rock” and the other with “two lines above the 

curved rock.”  The first catalogs for about 300 times the 

value of the second.  Which one did you get? 
 

These stamps were donated by Thomas Lane.  

The Knoxville Philatelic Society meets at 7:00 pm 

on the 1
st
 and 5

th
 Tuesdays of each month at the 

Tennessee Valley Unitarian Universalist Church at 

2931 Kingston Pike, Knoxville, TN 37919.    

Annual dues are $15.00. 
   

KPS Officers: 

    President            Ralph Dinwiddie 

    Past President           Roy Row 

    Vice President           Stu Hanlein 

    Treasurer           Thomas Lane 

    Secretary           Jo Mynatt 

    Directors                    Richard Ehrlich, Jim Pettway, 

          Bruce Roberts, Tom Broadhead 

APS Representative       Jim Pettway 
 

Requests for information and submissions of 

articles and short notes of philatelic interest for the 

news-letter may be directed to Tom Broadhead, 

KPS, P.O. Box 50422, Knoxville, TN 37950-0422 

– or by e-mail to tomwb50@aol.com. 

mailto:tomwb50@aol.com
http://www.stampclubs.com/events


Smoky Mountain Stamp Connections 
By Tom Broadhead 

 

On the weekend of June 13-15, 2009, the Great Smoky Mountains National Park celebrated its 75
th
 anniversary. 

Details of the history of the park may be found in the timeline at http://greatsmokies75th.org.  It recounts early 

plans, the acquisition of land, the June 15, 1934 act of Congress establishing the park, and many other important 

historical milestones.  As one of the newest national parks at the time, the Smokies were especially fortunate to 

be chosen for the high value in the 1934 national parks issue, with the 10 cent stamp issued on October 8.  The 

first day cover shown 

at left is postmarked 

in Sevier-ville, with a 

boxed slogan 

“Gatlinburg Rural 

Station. 
 

This would not be the 

last appearance of this 

spectacularly beautiful 

stamp.  The following 

year, imperforate 

sheets of the entire 

national parks stamps 

were issued to satisfy collector demand and dampen criticism of Postmaster General Farley’s previous special 

issues that had not been widely available. 
 

Then, on August 26, 1937, the design appeared again in a souvenir sheet issued for the annual meeting of the 

Society of Philatelic Americans.   The sheet was first issued at the SPA convention, and the cachet below has the 

SPA logo, in addition to the Asheville, NC date stamp with S.P.A. 

Convention cancellation.  Just three years later, the park was officially 

dedicated by President Franklin Roosevelt. 

 

A full sixty-nine years passed before another Smoky Mountain stamp appeared.  This one is part of the scenic 

American landscapes air mail series begun in 1999.  The 2006 stamp looks 

entirely like an artist’s impression, but in fact is based on a photograph 

taken from Clingmans Dome by California photographer, David Muench 

(www.usps.com). The park continues to be one of the most popular in the 

nation and is famous for its free admission.  If you get excited about 

anniversaries and celebrations of great events by postage stamps, like I do, 

you may be surprised to know that there were no plans to wait until the 

park’s 75
th
 anniversary this year.  So, there is the story of Smoky Mountain 

stamps.  Or is it?  Turn to the next page for the latest chapter!”  

http://www.usps.com/


Next month’s KPS Meeting – Tuesday, November 3 

This month’s KPS Meeting – Tuesday, October 6 
`` 
              

(continued from page 3.) 
 

Imagine my surprise when I did a Google search for 

Smoky Mountain stamps that I found several images 

produced for sale on the photo-stamps web site of 

Zazzle.com.  A search of its website turned up a 

whole page of 

Smoky Mountain 

designs, all of 

which can be 

purchased from 

that company.  

Here are a few 

that I thought 

were particularly 

attractive. 
 

The one below is 

reminiscent of the 

2006 U.S. stamp 

with the sunset 

design.  So, there 

you have our 

nearby great park, 

shown in stamps. 

                                              

Happy Birthday, Jean! 
 

KPS member, Jean Byrne reached one of life’s 

milestones on September 26, with the celebration 

of her 90
th
 birthday. A member for many years, 

Jean devoted a huge effort 

to the organization of the 

KPS constitution and by-

laws.  Another important 

event of 1919 was the U.S. 

World War I victory 

stamp, issued on March 3.  

It has been great to see Jean at recent KPS 

meetings, and she hopes that we may soon have a 

Saturday meeting or two in Maryville.  

 

$$ Price for US New Issues $$ 
 

If you collect all United States new postal issues, 

stamps, envelopes, and postal cards, by the end of 

this year, the price will have jumped $20, and not 

just because of postal rate increases.  A recent 

article in Linn’s Stamp News reported that it will 

cost $134.71 to purchase a mint copy of each new 

issue, the largest total in the 19 years that Linn’s 

has kept track this statistic.  Most of the increase is 

for postal stationery – envelopes and postal cards – 

which will cost collectors $61.86. 

 

2012 AmeriStamp Expo in Atlanta 
 

The APS winter show, AmeriStamp Expo, will be 

held in Atlanta early in 2012. An exhibiting focus 

for this show is single frame (16 page) exhibits. 

Start planning your exhibits! 

. 

October KPS Auction 
 

This month’s KPS meeting will again have a 

live auction in honor of Stamp Collecting 

Month.  Last year’s was a hit with members and 

saw one of the largest numbers in attendance in 

a long time.  Don’t forget to bring your auction 

form (included in the August newsletter and 

available on our web page). Try to get to the 

meeting early so we can get everything 

organized by 7:00. All proceeds go to the seller, 

so get ready to sell your unwanted stamps – and 

bid on more! 


