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Kick Off to Knoxpex 2010 
 

Are you ready for one of the greatest local stamp 
shows on Earth?  It’s that time to begin making 
preparations for our annual show, which will 
commemorate the 100th anniversary of the Boy Scouts 
of America. 
 

So far, our show is publicized on the web with the 
American Philatelic Society (www.stamps.org), and 
will appear in the January American Philatelist. Stay 
tuned for our ad in Linn’s Stamp News early in the 
year and local news media close to show time. 
 

Show Chair Roy Row will need all of us to pitch in 
and help, so don’t forget to volunteer for things like 
frame set-up and take down, beginner table activities, 
and the live auction.  Ralph Dinwiddie is working on 
cachet and cancel designs to go with our selected 
stamps: the 1950 Boy Scout 50th anniversary and the 
41 cent flag coil that give the impression of the scouts 
saluting the flag. 
 

 
 

There is much that remains to be done, and your help 
is needed.  Come to the January and February KPS 
meetings prepared to pick some times and tasks to 
help make our show again a huge success. And don’t 
forget our dealers – next month’s newsletter will have 
a list for you to contact about those must-have stamps 
from your want list.    

Tom Broadhead 

President’s Column 
 

Standing on the doorstep of a new year it's natural to 
take a quick look over the shoulder at 2009. Last year 
was a good year for the Knoxville Philatelic Society. 
We had many great programs presented by our 
members. Bruce Roberts gave a very informative 
series on how to prepare an exhibit. Knoxpex 2009 
was very successful with exhibits, a show cancel and 
cachet, and auction. Our meetings were well attended, 
and there were plenty of stamps to view and purchase 
at the 5th Tuesday meetings. The purchase of a large 
auction lot allowed members to obtain great bargains 
on stamps and covers. The club had an awesome 
auction in October and a special stamp collecting 
month cancel. Members were mailed 12 issues of our 
award winning newsletter with many interesting 
articles contributed by our members and a free Stamp-
of-the-Month, all mailed in a cacheted envelope 
franked by a current commemorative stamp. Each 
member also received a special inaugural cover in the 
mail this past spring and a tied Christmas Seal last 
month. And finally, our end of year holiday party was 
a great time for our members with food, music, a video 
about how stamps are designed, and a gift exchange.  
 

All this was possible due to the efforts of our 
members. I want to thank everybody for making 2009 
a huge success and a lot of fun. Now, let's move into 
the new year and keep up the good work. In addition 
to all the activities you have become accustomed to, 
we will begin meeting on Saturday afternoons a few 
times this year. Our first Saturday meeting will be 
January 9th, 1:00 pm at the McClung Museum on the 
campus of the University of Tennessee. Later in the 
year we will have our first clothesline exhibit. More 
about that later. Happy New Year,  

 

Ralph Dinwiddie 

 
 

http://www.stampclubs.com/knoxville/index.htm
http://www.virtualstampclub.com/apschapknoxville.html
http://www.stamps.org


Knoxville Philatelic Society Meeting –  
December 1, 2009 
 

The KPS met at the Mandarin House restaurant for its 
December meeting and annual holiday celebration.  After 
the meal, Jo Mynatt and her neighbor Ray Burchell 
serenaded the group with dulcimer duets, including 
accompaniments to the (mostly) tuneful KPS singers. 

 
The lively gift exchange saw many philatelic and non-
philatelic gifts, but with no “trends” as last year’s record 
nine magnifiers. 

   
 

Photos by Bruce Roberts and Jim Pettway 
 

Knoxpex Auction Chair Needed!  
 

KPS members and Knoxpex visitors have had the 
enjoyment of a live auction at our annual show, and 
we need someone to coordinate it.  For several years, 
Gerald Schroedl has been both Show Chair and 
Auction Chair, but this year he will be out of the 
country conducting archeological research.  In 
anticipation of a volunteer, the Knoxpex 2010 auction 
form is included with this newsletter.  We need 
someone with great organizational skills to step up and 
volunteer for this important job!   
  

Upcoming Events 
For more events visit the calendar of the Southeast 
Federation of Stamp Clubs - www.stampclubs.com/events. 
  January 4 – KPS monthly meeting.  Program will be by 
Tom Broadhead on French rarities and forgeries. 
  January 9 – KPS Saturday meeting at the McClung 
Museum at UT, 1:00-3:00.  NEW! 
  February 2 – KPS monthly meeting.  Program will be 
by Tom Ringenbach – stay tuned for the topic. 
  March 2 – KPS monthly meeting and final preparations 
for Knoxpex 2010. 
  March 6-7 – Knoxpex 2010.  The KPS annual show 
will feature the theme of the Centennial of the Boy 
Scouts of America and will be held at the Holiday Inn on 
Cedar Bluff Rd. 
  March 13-14 – Nashville Stamp Show 2010. Music 
Valley Event Center, 2416 Music Valley Dr., Nashville 
37214.  10-6 Saturday, 10-4 Sunday. 
 
   

Stamp of the Month  
 

This month’s stamp is from a definitive series of 
stamps issued by the German Federal Republic (West 
Germany) in 1961.  The series featured famous 
Germans, and this 20 pfennig denomination (Scott 

829) shows a grim-faced image of 
Johann Sebastian Bach, one of the 
world’s greatest composers, who 
lived from 1685-1750.  

The Knoxville Philatelic Society meets at 7:00 pm 
on the 1st and 5th Tuesdays of each month at the 
Tennessee Valley Unitarian Universalist Church at 
2931 Kingston Pike, Knoxville, TN 37919.    

Annual dues are $15.00. 
   

KPS Officers: 
    President            Ralph Dinwiddie 
    Past President           Roy Row 
    Vice President           Stu Hanlein 
    Treasurer           Thomas Lane 
    Secretary           Jo Mynatt 
    Directors                    Richard Ehrlich, Jim Pettway, 

          Bruce Roberts, Tom Broadhead 
APS Representative       Jim Pettway 

Requests for information and submissions of 
articles and short notes of philatelic interest for the 
news-letter may be directed to Tom Broadhead, 
KPS, P.O. Box 50422, Knoxville, TN 37950-0422 
– or by e-mail to tomwb50@aol.com. 

http://www.stampclubs.com/events
mailto:tomwb50@aol.com


The Tennessee Centennial Exposition of 1897 
By Bob Toal 

 
I bought this wonderful and rare card at the York (Pennsylvania) International Post Card Show in November. 
I have been chasing one of these for years to add to my postcard postal history collection/exhibit. This card is 
one of a set of 4 issued for the Nashville 1897 Tennessee Centennial Exposition that ran from May 1 to 
November 30, 1897. 

 

The card shows an 
aerial view of the 
fairgrounds. It was 
common prior to 
1907 for messages to 
be written on the 
picture sides of cards, 
so the message does 
not detract from the 
quality of this card. 
Also, prior to 1898, 
private postcards 
such as this had to be 
mailed at the letter 
rate of 2 cents, rather 
than one cent allowed 
after July 1, 1898. 
Note that the address 
side reads “Postal 

Card,” an illegal use of that term, which was reserved for government cards.  
 

The Exposition was 
initially planned for 
1896, but lack of funds 
and the likelihood of no 
available government 
appropriations (1896 
was an election year!) 
postponed the event to 
1897. The Exposition 
grounds were in West 
End (Centennial Park) 
on 200 acres in 
Nashville. Most of the 
14 major buildings were 
circled around Lake 
Watauga, and it is said 
that there were 40 
buildings in total. The 
centerpiece of the fair 
was the Fine Arts Building built as a wood and stucco, full size replica of the Parthenon. Now one of 
Nashville’s landmarks, the original building was replaced with a masonry structure completed in 1931. The 
fair was a success with 1,785,714 visitors. In 2008, Centennial Park was added to the National Registry of 
Historic Places. (cont. p. 4) 



This month’s KPS Meeting – Tuesday, January 5 
``  
         
(cont from p. 3) Mail was collected throughout the Expo grounds and taken to Nashville, where a Centennial 
Station postmark was available. The card shown here does not have that marking and in fact was mailed in 
November 1897 after the fair closed. But who cares, its mine now! 
 

There were 4 postcards produced in color: 1. Bird’s Eye view (shown in this article); 2. Children’s Building; 
3. The Parthenon; 4. Women’s Building.  One reference states that these cards exist in black and white with 
blue tinted background. Three other references say that the cards are all colored. Keep your eye out and 
happy hunting! If you see one for sale in good condition buy it!  
 

Oh yes, the York International Post Card show is the largest in the US and is always the Friday and Saturday 
before Thanksgiving. Dealers from the US and Europe are there.  It is held at the York, Pennsylvania 
fairgrounds at the agricultural building. Mary Martin Limited (www.maryLmartin.com) conducts the show.  
 

1. Pioneer Postcards by J.R. Burdick  
2. The Birth and Development of American Postcards by Dan Friedman 
3. American Exposition Postcards by Fredric and Mary Megson 
4. Postal Markings on United States Expositions by William J. Bomar.  
 
(Editor’s Note: Bob Toal is a former KPS president, who is a veterinary radiologist practicing in northern Virginia.)  
 

Pettway Promotes KPS Success 
 

The December 2009 issue of 
American Philatelist, the 
monthly magazine of the 
American Philatelic Society, 
features a “Letter to the 
Editor” from KPS member-
ship chair and APS 
representative Jim Pettway. 

Recent letters and columns in American Philatelist 
have brought attention to declining membership in 
APS and local clubs.  Not true for KPS!  Jim points 
out that in the last 4 years, our membership has 
doubled.  He mentions many of our KPS programs, 
including Knoxpex, APS circuit sales, our newsletter, 
October auction, and our upcoming new Saturday 
meetings as benefits that we offer our members. 
 
Dues Are Due! 
 

Don’t forget to pay your annual KPS dues for 
2010. This will be the last newsletter you will 
receive if your dues are not paid by January 20. 
A check or cash and the membership renewal 
form enclosed in the December newsletter will 
be graciously accepted by treasurer, Thomas 
Lane, through the mail or in person at the 
January KPS monthly meeting! 

New Scout Stamp Resembles 1908 
Scouting Booklet 
By Tom Broadhead 
 

While surfing the net for information and pictures 
related to the Boy Scouts, I came across an image 
similar in general appearance to part of the new 
scouting stamp. 
 

  
The cover of the British pamphlet was used two 
years later on a U.S. scouting handbook. I sent it 
off to Linn’s Stamp News, and the image and my 
letter appear in the December 21 issue of 
Readers’ Opinions.  I think that it is quite a 
similar likeness. What do you think?

Next month’s KPS Meeting – Tuesday, February 2 

http://www.maryLmartin.com

