Precancels— My Beginning
by Stu Hanlein

| grew up in the Washington, DC area and joined the Boy Scouts when | was about 10 years old. |
decided that | could get my stamp collecting merit badge and went to the Woolworth 5 & 10 cent store
and bought an album for 25 cents and a bag of stamps--H.E.Harris of course--for another 25 cents. |
went home and couldn't match any of my stamps to the pictures in my book so | got discouraged and
put this away. (Some where in my vast collection of junk | still have this "collection"). Time passes
and | graduated from college in 1960 and started my first real job as a Ballistics Research Engineer at
the U.S. Nava Ordnance Lab in Silver Spring, MD. | had to establish a data file on unusual materials
for use in our work. | sent out severa hundred requests for data and most of them came back with
commemorative stamps on them. One of my co-workers asked if he could have the stamps, as he was a
collector. As| started to cut and save them, | rekindled my interest in U.S. stamps. My dad introduced
me to a good friend of his whom was an outstanding collector and he took me under his wing. | soon
had most of the U.S. stamps that | could afford but | had the bug! At the suggestion of this friend, |
purchased a 2-volume set of Minkus Globa Supreme Albums with spaces for al the stamps from all
the countries--I was now a worldwide collector. | loved it because | could always find stamps in my
price range to put in my albums. | joined the Silver Spring Philatelic Society and learned a ot about
stamps from some very knowledgeable collectors and | joined the American Philatelic Society (APS).
One night we had a talk about PRECANCELS. | was redlly interested because | had noticed that | had
alot of these U.S. stamps with these funny cancellations with 2 parallel lines with a town and state
name between them. After the presentation | found that several members of this club also belonged to
the Capital Precancel Club and | was invited to a meeting--1 took the bait and got hooked! This club
met in the members homes and rotated between MD, DC and VA locations. | joined the Precancel
Stamp Society (PSS) and went to a national convention in Richmond, VA and found that there were
lots of nuts like me who found these stamps interesting. By this time | was married (to a TN woman
whom | found in DC) and we had 2 children. My worldwide collection ceased in 1976 and |
specialized in precancels--lots of stamps for alittle bit of cash. | became the sales manager for the PSS
where | circulated books submitted by members primarily through the mails and attending major
precancel shows. | held that position for over 10 years and enjoyed meeting many precancel collectors
from al over the country. By this time | had become an engineering manager with the U.S.
Government and was required to do quite a bit of travel away from home and my kids were in college
so my collecting was put on the back burner but | still kept chasing my precancels. When | retired for a
second time, my wife and | decided to move to Knoxville where her folks still lived. They gave us
some property and we built a garage/storage building with an efficiency apartment on the second floor-
-where we currently live after 5 years with most of my stamps packed away in boxes marked with a
code so clever | don't have the slightest idea what is where. So | decided to get back into my
worldwide collection. | managed to get all the supplements | had missed for 25 years which when
collated make a stack about 5 feet high. Then | had to find Minkus albums for all these pagesand | am
still looking, as they don't make the same ones anymore. Now to complicate matters Scott owns
Minkus and is converting the Global Supreme pages from Scott's worldwide albums. Fortunately, the
precancel situation has gotten better with new catalogs and albums. | enjoy identifying the stamps |
acquire in my catalogs and mounting them in my albums. | hope to convince my grandson to become a
stamp collector as | failed with both of my kids. | am currently a life member of APS and PSS and
enjoy reading their publications. | joined the Knoxville Philatelic Society (KPS) when | moved here
and met Bill Muenzer at a stamp show. | am still doing engineering consulting work and travel
frequently around the first of the month but | do enjoy the KPS meetings when | am in town. Thisisa
very good stamp club and | am proud to be member of it. | am happy to be here to talk about
precancels and hopefully | can answer any questions you may have about them. If you have some that
you have put aside, bring them with you and well try to identify them for you. Good luck in your
collecting interests.



