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This newsletter is published monthly by the Huntsville Philatelic Club.  Meetings are held on the First and Third Tuesdays  

of every month at 7:00 p.m. at the Fern Bell Recreation Center, 107 Sanders Road SW.  Visitors are always welcome. 
 

MEETING CALENDAR 
 

Jan. 4  United States First Issue: Varieties,  

  Shades, Multiples, & Cancellations  

Second half of Wade Saadi’s 1847 Issue Exhibit 

CD presentation by the U.S. Philatelics Classics Society 
 

Jan. 18  Member’s Philatelic Auction Night 
 

All regular club meetings begin at 7:00 PM unless 

otherwise noted.  Auction sellers are asked to arrive 15 

minutes early to allow for viewing of auction lots. 
 

CLUB OFFICERS 
 

President: Heinrich Hahn    hhahn256@comcast.net 

Vice Pres: Ray Pietruszka    pietrj@mindspring.com 

Treasurer: Mike O’Reilly       mcoreilly@yahoo.com 

Secretary: Arthur Cole               hpc-stamps@att.net 

Directors: Dave Nicolas (past president),  

Kathy Campbell, Bob Adams, Don Hill, and Fred Muhl 
 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 
 

Huntsville Philatelic Club - P O Box 4384 

Huntsville, AL  35815-4384 
 

Annual dues are $12.00 per individual and $3.00 per 

additional family member.  Dues are prorated for new 

members and renewals are payable in January.   
 

HUNTSVILLE PHILATELIC CLUB NEWSLETTER 
 

ISSN 2153-8131 (print), ISSN 2153-814X (online) is 

published monthly as a benefit of membership.  Past 

issues beginning with May 2005 may be viewed at:  

www.stampclubs.com/news/news-huntsville.htm 
 

SOUTHEAST FEDERATION OF STAMP CLUBS 
 

The Southeast Federation web site is a great source for 

information about stamp collecting activities in the 

Southeast region.  Please visit www.stampclubs.com 

STAMP CLUB NEWS 
 

 2011 club membership dues are payable January 

1
st
.  Please bring your club dues to the January 4

th
 

meeting or mail to the club at the address to the left.  
 

 A guest at the December meeting was former 

member Richard Jones.  Welcome back Richard; 

let us know how to help you get back into the hobby. 
 

HUNTSPEX 2011 NEWS 
 

44TH ANNUAL HUNTSVILLE PHILATELIC EXHIBITION AND BOURSE 
 

 Dates: June 4-5 at the Bevill Center & Hotel 

 Theme:   50
th
 Anniversary of America’s First  

  Manned Space Flight (May 5, 1961,  

  Mercury-Redstone 3, Freedom 7,  

  15m-28s, Alan B. Shepard, Jr.) 

 Events: 11 Dealer Stamp Bourse 

  Philatelic Exhibition   

  Awards Dinner at the Soldatenstube 
 

SOUTHEAST REGION STAMP SHOWS 
 

February 12-13                 ALAPEX 2011 

Birmingham Philatelic Society, Bessemer Civic Center, 

1130 Ninth Ave., SW, Bessemer. Contact Robert Hamill 

at 205-823-7364, or Chuck Donaldson at 204-410-8383, 

mcbrayerbob@bellsouth.net 
 

March 5-6               KNOXPEX 2011 

Tennessee Philatelic Society, Holiday Inn Knoxville-

West, 304 Cedar Bluff Rd., Knoxville. Contact Tom 

Broadhead, 865-974-1151, twbroadhead@utk.edu 

www.stampclubs.com/knoxville 
 

March 12-13     Nashville Stamp Show 
Nashville Philatelic Society, The Music Valley Event 

Center, 2416 Music Valley Drive, Suite #144, Nashville. 

Contact Tom Tribke, ttribke@bellsouth.net; 

www.nashvillephilatelic.org; 615-833-5161. 
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 MAIL TO JAPANESE POW’S WAS ALSO DIFFICULT 
 

John Burnett 
 

Last month’s article focused on the difficulty 

Japanese POW’s had in communicating to Canada 

and other Allied Nations. 

Well, communicating with internees from 

Canada and the POW’s of Allied countries was 

equally difficult. 

I had mentioned in the first article that many 

civilians were made internees of both sides at the 

outbreak of the war with Japan. These included 

wives of servicemen stationed in the Far East, 

diplomats and their families, news reporters, 

missionaries and a number of other non combatants. 

In 1942 negotiations (by the International Red 

Cross) finally resulted in an agreement to allow a 

neutral ship to carry food, medicine, clothing, mail 

and civilian internees to a neutral post and exchange 

these internees and cargo with a like group carried 

on a Japanese vessel. 
 

 
 

MS Gripsholm, a passenger liner, pictured above, 

of the Swedish American Line (Sweden was a 

neutral country) was outfitted for the task. To 

identify its peaceful mission and avoid torpedoes of 

the belligerents, the ship carried large illuminated 

lettering on her side that spelled out “DIPLOMAT – 

GRIPSHOLM SVERIGE” and was also lit up by 

hundreds of light bulbs during the night. 

The ship traveled without any escorts and 

radioed its position at regular intervals. The 

Gripsholm was guaranteed safe passage by all the 

warring parties. 

In June 1942 relatives of POW’s were told they 

could send mail via Gripsholm. A total of three sacks 

were put onboard marked “Montreal to Tokyo”. Also 

onboard were approximately 1500 Japanese 

internees from the USA and from the ships one stop 

at Rio de Janeiro. 

 

The ship sailed from New York on its first 

voyage June 10, 1942 and rendezvoused with ships 

from Japan at the Portuguese colony of Lourenco 

Marques, Mozambique, on July 24. 

At the same time that the Asama Maru departed 

Yokohama, calling at Hong Kong, Saigon, and 

Singapore, another Japanese ship, the Conte Verde, 

left Shanghai and joined the Asama Maru at 

Singapore. Both of these ships arrived at Lourenco 

Marques July 23. 

MS Gripsholm sailed for New York July 29 and 

arrived there August 25, 1942. 

In the end only 650 items of mail were received 

from Canadian POW’s and questions about whether 

or not the incoming three bags of mail were ever 

received by the POW’s delayed Gripsholm’s second 

sailing. The picture of the letter from Salmon Arm, 

British Columbia was sent to pick up the second 

sailing of the Gripsholm. 

Now a true but sad story as concerns the first 

transfer of internees. While enroute a Japanese 

internee committed suicide, upon arriving at 

Lourenco Marques the Japanese insisted on a one for 

one exchange of internees. With one short because of 

the suicide an American Diplomat volunteered to be 

returned to Japan so the transfer could be completed, 

he was never heard from again! 

I have often said if you don’t understand a cover, 

and you can afford, buy it! This innocuous cover had 

strange markings I didn’t understand (nor did the 

dealer) so I bought it and did some research. Once 

again I’m glad I took my own advice because this 

cover is scarce and valuable 

 

 

 
 


