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            www.stampclubs.com/huntsville/index.htm 
This newsletter is published quarterly by the Huntsville Philatelic Club.  Meetings are held on the First and Third Tuesdays  

of every month at 7:00 p.m. at the Fern Bell Recreation Center, 107A Sanders Road SW.  Visitors are always welcome. 
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Jan. 5   “Stamps & Covers with Stories” 
  presented by John Burnett 
 

Jan. 19  Philatelic Auction Night 
 

Feb. 2   Linn’s Stamp News “Stamp Poll” 
             ballots available at the meeting 
 

Feb. 16  Philatelic Auction Night 
 

Mar. 2  One-page Exhibit presentation 
       topic :  “a person shown on a stamp” 
 

Mar. 16  Philatelic Auction Night   
 

All regular club meetings begin at 7:00 pm unless 
otherwise noted.  Auction sellers are asked to arrive 
15 minutes early to allow viewing of auction lots. 
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President: Heinrich Hahn       hhahn@bellsouth.net 
Vice Pres: Ray Pietruszka   pietrj@mindspring.com 
Treasurer: Mike O’Reilly     mcoreilly@yahoo.com 
Secretary: Arthur Cole              hpc-stamps@att.net 
Directors: Dave Nicolas (past president),  
Kathy Campbell, Bob Adams, Don Hill, and Fred Muhl 
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Huntsville Philatelic Club  -  P O Box 4384 
Huntsville, AL  35815-4384 

 

Annual dues are $12.00 per individual and $3.00 per 
additional family member.  Dues are prorated for new 
members and renewals are payable in January.   
 

This month’s newsletter and archives back to May 2005 
may be viewed at our Southeast Federation web page:  
www.stampclubs.com/news/news-huntsville.htm  

� �	��� � 

�� � ��� �
 

December’s meeting featured a One-page Exhibition.  
Seven exhibits were entered and members who did not 
bring an exhibit served as the panel of judges.  After 
much deliberation, and an initial three-way tie for first 
place, Kathy Campbell’s exhibit The Eureka Moment 
was awarded the first place prize. 
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·  Dates: June 5 and 6 at the Bevill Center and Hotel 
·  Topic: 50th Anniversary Marshall Space Flight Center 
·  Exhibition: More widespread solicitation for exhibits 
·  Awards Dinner: Saturday evening at Soldatenstube 
·  Show program: Advertising is a possibility 
·  Dealers:  Contracts will be signed very soon 
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February 13-14             ALAPEX 2010 
Birmingham Philatelic Society, Bessemer Civic Center, 
1130 Ninth Ave., SW, Bessemer. Contact Robert Hamill 
or Chuck Donaldson, 205-823-7364, 204-410-8383, 
mcbrayerbob@bellsouth.net 
 

June 5-6         HUNTSPEX 2010 
Huntsville Philatelic Club, Bevill Center and Hotel, 
University of Alabama in Huntsville, 550 Sparkman DR 
(I-565, exit 12). Heinrich Hahn, 256-536-7785 
http://www.stampshows.com/huntsville_hpc.html 
 

���� �
��� �� ��� � ��
�� 
 ������ �
 

January 
�� Year of the Tiger �� Olympic Winter Games 
�� Mackinac Bridge �� Bixby Creek Bridge 
 

February  
�� Koi Fish� � �� Distinguished Sailors 
�� Seabiscuit  �� Liberty Bell 
 

March 
�� Abstract Expressionists 
 

April  
�� Julia de Burgos� �� Adopt a Shelter Pet   
�� Pansies in a Basket   
 

May 
�� Katharine Hepburn  
 

June 
�� Kate Smith���  �� Oscar Micheaux 
�� Flags of our Nation �� Negro Leagues Baseball 
�� American Wigeon 
 

July 
�� Scouting  �� Comic Strips 
�� Cowboys of the Silver Screen 
 

August 
�� Winslow Homer  
 

October  
�� Hawaiian Rain Forest  
�� Holiday Evergreens �� Madonna & Child (Raphael) 
 

 
5¢ UPU rate “Voyageurs” cover to Egypt 
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John Burnett 

 

      In April 1884 the legendary British general Charles 
“Chinese” Gordon was under siege at Khartoum, in the heart 
of Africa, at the confluence of the Blue and White Nile 
rivers.  Gordon, 1750 miles upstream from Cairo, was 
surrounded by the forces of the Mahdi, an Islamic 
revolutionary opposed to the Ottoman influenced Egypt.  
The Mahdi had proclaimed himself a prophet, rallied 
popular support and trapped most of the Egyptian garrison in 
Sudan, of which Khartoum was the capital.  Gordon sent 
word that he had provisions to withstand a siege of about 
five months.  After some hesitation the British government 
decided to send a relief column. 
 

 This expeditionary force was commanded by Lord 
Wolseley, a British field marshal who had contributed 
importantly to the modernization of the British army.  
Wolseley was in fact the real life model for the “Modern 
Major General” in “The Pirates of Penzance” by the famed 
duo Gilbert and Sullivan.  At an earlier point in his career 
while stationed in Canada in 1870, then Major Wolseley had 
commanded the expedition that marched 1200 miles to the 
Red river to put down Louis Reil’s first rebellion.   
 

 The force Wolseley assembled in 1884 to rescue 
Gordon would face even greater difficulties.  Wolseley had 
to move a relief column through 1650 miles of the Sahara 
desert. He had two choices, a forced march across the desert 
or travel up the Nile on barges and rafts.  Drawing on his 
experience from the Canadian expedition, where he moved 
Militia on barges, he elected the water route.  In Canada 
Wolseley had enjoyed the assistance of particularly 
tenacious and efficient French Canadian boatmen known as 
the Canadian Voyageurs. 
 

 Believing he needed this same strength and efficacy 
to get his men to Khartoum, Wolseley reassembled the 
Canadian Voyageurs for another assignment.  The cover 
shown nearby franked with a 5¢ small queen is postmarked 
at Quebec, November 21, 1884, and is addressed to Surgeon 
Major Hubert Neilson, Canadian Voyageurs, Wadi Halfa, 
Egypt.  Neilson crossed the Atlantic with the Voyageurs 
from, Sydney, Nova Scotia arriving at Gibraltar in 
September 1884.  Sailing from Gibraltar the Voyageurs 
arrived at Wadi Halfa around October 25, 1884.  Located at 
the second great cataract on the Nile, Wadi Halfa was the 
staging area for the relief column. 
 

 Alas; the relief column arrived at Khartoum three 
days to late.  They found the garrison butchered and 
Gordon’s head on a spear at the main gate.  Thus ended the 
life of one of the most remarkable generals and adventurers 
in the annals of British colonialism.  The illustrated cover 
represents a 5¢ UPU rate to Egypt, from Canada.  It is an 
exotic destination and as such will command a premium at a 
dealers table.  Because of the Voyageur association this 
cover is a pearl of much greater value.  You see, for the most 
part the Voyageurs were illiterate and very little mail is 
known to have been sent to this expeditionary force, to date 
only seven covers are known to exist.�


