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This newsletter is published monthly by the Huntsville Philatelic Club. Meetings are held on the First and Third Tuesdays
of every month at 7:00 p.m. at the Fern Bell Recreation Center, 107 Sanders Road SW. Visitors are always welcome.

MEETING CALENDAR

Aug. 2 "When the Mail Goes to War"'
Contrasts the two US postal systems of the Civil
War and features many fancy cancels of the era.
Presentation furnished by Mike O’Reilly.

Aug. 16 Philatelic Auction Night

All regular club meetings begin at 7:00 pm unless
otherwise noted. Auction sellers are asked to arrive 15
minutes early to allow for viewing of auction lots.

CLUB OFFICERS

President: Heinrich Hahn hhahn256@comcast.net
Vice Pres: Ray Pietruszka pietrj@mindspring.com
Treasurer: Mike O’Reilly  mcoreilly@yahoo.com
Secretary: Arthur Cole hpc-stamps@att.net
Directors: Dave Nicolas (past president),

Kathy Campbell, Bob Adams, Don Hill, and Fred Muhl

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

Huntsville Philatelic Club - P O Box 4384
Huntsville, AL 35815-4384

Annual dues are $12.00 per individual and $3.00 per
additional family member. Dues are prorated for new
members and renewals are payable in January.

HUNTSVILLE PHILATELIC CLUB NEWSLETTER

ISSN 2153-8131 (print), ISSN 2153-814X (online) is
published monthly as a benefit of membership. Past
issues beginning with May 2005 may be viewed at:
www.stampclubs.com/news/news-huntsville.htm

SOUTHEAST FEDERATION OF STAMP CLUBS

The Southeast Federation web site is a great source for
information about stamp collecting activities in the
Southeast region. Please visit www.stampclubs.com

StAMP CLUB NEWS

e July’s auction night had only 3 members bringing
auction lots, but bidding was active and many lots
sold. Be sure to bring your duplicates and any other
philatelic material you want to sell on August 16",

e Club President Heinrich Hahn has asked that any
members wishing to volunteer to put their name into
nomination for any elected club position to contact
him soon. All nominations must be announced at
the August meeting and elections for 2011-13 club
officers will be held at the September business
meeting.

SOUTHEAST REGION STAMP SHOWS

September 17 MONTAPEX 2011
Montgomery Area Stamp Club, Prattville Inn (Holiday
Inn) Exit 179, 1-65, 2598 Cobbs Ford Rd., Prattville.
Contact: Dwayne Selix, 334-365-2992

Email: stamper98@mindspring.com

September 24-25 Fall Stamp Show
Stamp Dealers Association of Georgia, Mansour Center,
995 Roswell St., Marietta. Kim Conti, 770-630-7918

October 1-2 MEMPHEX 2011
Memphis Stamp Collector's Society, Agricenter Intnl. "C"
Wing Banquet Rm. 7777 Walnut Grove Road, Memphis.
Dick Scott, 901-684-1929, dickscott007@yahoo.com,
http://memphisstamps.blogspot.com/2011/04/memphis-
stamp-show.html

January 27-29, 2012 APS AmeriStamp Expo
held in conjunction with the Southeastern Stamp Expo,
Cobb Galleria Centre, 2 Galleria Parkway, Atlanta.
Contact: Barb Johnson, 814-933-3803 ext 217,
stampshow@stamps.org, http://www.stamps.org
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U.S. ARMY POST OFFICES IN

BRITISH COLUMBIA DURING WW 11
John Burnett

It’s not generally known, but the United States
Army maintained post offices in British Columbia
and Alberta during WW II. I’ll deal with the British
Columbia connection, their development, and their
fate at the end of hostilities, with this article.

With the opening of hostilities, in the Pacific, for
the USA in December 1941 the United States and
Canadian authorities realized that to defend Alaska
(and therefore Canada’s west coast) and eventually
strike back at Japan, from that location, tremendous
quantities of goods and equipment would be
required. The route normally used was via sea, but
with the increased Japanese submarine activity that
route was threatened.

The “Permanent Joint Board of Defense” had
agreed, in late 1940, that Canada should build air
fields at Grand Prairie, Fort St. John, Fort Nelson,
Watson Lake, and Whitehorse. Over this route short
range fighter aircraft could move quickly from the
USA to Alaska (some forward thinking we don’t see
much of today). This project was known as the
Northwest Staging Route.

Immediately following the attack on Pearl
Harbor, the US proposed a military highway
following roughly the line of the Northwest Staging
Route; this route came to be known as the “ALCAN”
Highway later known as the Alaska Highway. This
project created 9 of the 11 US Army post offices that
were in British Columbia.

In January 1942 a U.S. Ship the “David W.
Branch” ran aground near Prince Rupert, British
Columbia. The subsequent off loading of this ship
brought the city to the attention of the U.S. military
authorities. There they found one of the world’s
largest natural harbors and it had a rail link to the
USA south through British Columbia, to Seattle,
Washington. This proved to be an ideal location for a
supply depot.

The U.S. Army built just such a depot at port
Edward, 10 miles south of Prince Rupert. This
location provided us with the other two U.S. Post
offices in British Columbia.

Shown below is a description of the cancellers
and a complete list of the post offices, their
identification and their length of service.

| Commenced | |
Mo, | V3 APQ mm_‘mﬂ_‘—
Fort Nelson 8.C, Jon, 19,1943 To Muskwo
aré Muska B.C. Apt-43 To Feet Nolson |
Fort Nelson 8.C, Fob. 1. 1944 Closed Feb. 15. 1946 |
478 Fort St Jotn B.C, May 5. 1943 Closad Mar. 21, 1944 |
|
Fort NeisonBC. | May 5. 1943 To Muncho Lcke
47% | Muncho loke BC. | Aug. 8, 1943 7o Fort Nelson
Fort Nelson B.C. Fed. ), 1948 Closed Mar. 9. 1944 '
| 701 | Fer st JohnB.C M. 18, 1942 To Dawsca Creek
Dawson Creek B.C. Cec. 31. 1944 Clesed Jon, 7, 1946
[ 701 fcu-1) urknomn wknown
701 [(U-B) LNk WENOWn
724 | Dowsen Creek B.C, Nov, 9. 19&2 |  ToFfort St John
Fort $t. John B.C, Doc. 15,1944 | Closed Oct, 2. 1945
|
| |
728 Port Edword BC Jne 1, 1943 | Closed Oct. 6. 1945
|
| 918 Mutka 8.C. Mar, 9, 1942 To Wetsen Lake |
Wotion Lake Yukon
934 Lower Post B.C. Agl. 1, 1942 To Moms Loke
Mors Lake Yukon Moy 7, 1942
Dawson Creek B.C, Ape. 141942 To Fort St John
996 Fort St. John 8.C, Now. 7. 1942 To Watson Loke
Watson Loke Yukon Mar. 2, 194
| 997 | Prince RupertB.C. May 7, 1942 Ciosed Nov. 24, 1945
998 | Dowsen Creek 8.C. June 7, 1942 To Mutka
Musia B.C, Nov. 5, 1942 Closed Apl. 23, 1943
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