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This newsletter is published monthly by the Huntsville Philatelic Club. Meetings are held on the First and Third Tuesdays
of every month at 7:00 p.m. at the Fern Bell Recreation Center, 107 Sanders Road SW. Visitors are always welcome.

MEETING CALENDAR

Aug 3 Members One Page Exhibit Night
Any theme, topic, or type welcome

Aug 17  Philatelic Auction Night, Visitor’s Welcome

All regular club meetings begin at 7:00 pm unless
otherwise noted. Auction sellers are asked to arrive
15 minutes early to allow for viewing of auction lots.

CLUB OFFICERS

President: Heinrich Hahn hhahn@bellsouth.net
Vice Pres: Ray Pietruszka pietrj@mindspring.com
Treasurer: Mike O’Reilly  mcoreilly@yahoo.com
Secretary: Arthur Cole hpc-stamps@att.net
Directors: Dave Nicolas (past president),

Kathy Campbell, Bob Adams, Don Hill, and Fred Muhl

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

Huntsville Philatelic Club - P O Box 4384
Huntsville, AL 35815-4384

Annual dues are $12.00 per individual and $3.00 per
additional family member. Dues are prorated for new
members and renewals are payable in January.

HUNTSVILLE PHILATELIC CLUB NEWSLETTER

ISSN 2153-8131 (print), ISSN 2153-814X (online) is
published monthly as a benefit of membership. Past
issues beginning with May 2005 may be viewed at our
Southeast Federation of Stamp Clubs web page:
www.stampclubs.com/news/news-huntsville.htm

SOUTHEAST FEDERATION OF STAMP CLUBS

The Southeast Federation web site is a great source for
information about any and all stamp collecting activities
in the Southeast region. www.stampclubs.com

StAMP CLUB NEWS

o July’s first meeting featured a superb presentation
by John Burnett entitled, “Canada 1967: Centennial
of Confederation”.

e July’s second meeting was the club’s regular
monthly auction night. The auction remains a
popular way for sellers to dispose of duplicates and
extras and with buyers to find new items to fill blank
spaces in albums or begin a new collecting interest.

e Club member Don Chenevert’s grandson James
Chenevert is wrapping up a year as one of the first
Fellows in the Young Philatelic Leaders Fellowship
program sponsored by the APS. Read about his year
of wonderful philatelic experiences including as a
multiple gold medal winning exhibitor at
http://www.stamps.org/YPLF/Fellows.htm.

SOUTHEAST REGION STAMP SHOWS

September 11 MONTAPEX 2010
Montgomery Area Stamp Club, Holiday Inn, 2598 Cobbs
Ford Rd., Exit 179 1-65, Prattville. Contact Dwayne Selix,
stamper98@mindspring.com; 334-365-2992.

September 24-26 SOUTHEASTERN STAMP SHOW
Southeast Federation of Stamp Clubs, Cobb County Civic
Center, 548 S. Marietta Pkwy., Marietta, GA. Scott Mark,
mark_s@bellsouth.com, www.stampclubs.com

October 23 Annual CSRA Stamp Show
Greater Augusta Stamp Club, Americas Best Value Inn,
3023 Washington Road (at I-20 Exit), Augusta. Contact
Peter Igel, igelsp@bellsouth.net; 706-868-6769.

November 20-21 Fall Stamp Show 2010
Stamp Dealers Association of Georgia, The Mansour
Center, 995 Roswell Street, Marietta. Contact Kim Conti,
cc1999@bellsouth.net; 770-426-6504.
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HELD PRISONER OF WAR BY THE FRENCH
John Burnett

Not many people are aware of the fact that during WWII a
large segment of the French population was pro German. These
people were called Vichy French and were mainly in the south
of France and serving the Germans in North Africa.

Let’s go back and review a little history here. In late 1941
and early 1942 Churchill saw the Germans in Russia and at the
doorstep to Moscow; he also saw Rommel encamped on the
dessert about to overrun the British garrison at Alexandria
Egypt. There was pressure by Stalin to invade Europe and
relieve some of the pressure on Russia by forcing Germany to
fight the allies on the new western front of Europe.

Churchill knew a direct frontal assault across the channel
was premature as proven by the Dunkirk fiasco so he conspired
with the Australians and Americans to start a movement in
Europe from the south. The movement would require the defeat
of Germany in North Africa and an invasion of Europe through
Sicily. Now the big complication over this whole affair, the
allies needed the air base in Malta for support of a Sicilian
invasion. Malta was on the brink of capitulating; she had been
under siege since 1939 and was being starved into submission.

It now became evident that saving Malta was paramount to
any invasion strategy and so an “Operation Pedestal” (the
support of Malta with supplies) was commenced.

A major convoy of some 46 ships was put together and
started from New York to supply Malta. The convoy was
escorted by British ships from North America and the Naval
operations in Gibraltar sent a force to relieve them off the coast
of North Africa, included in this naval force was HMS
Manchester, a light cruiser. Manchester was attacked by Italian
motor torpedo boats and was severely damaged. One torpedo
destroyed one of Manchester’s screws and rudder causing the
ship to sail in an endless circle. The ship lost about 100
personnel killed in those attacks, the Captain ordered the
remaining crew members to abandon ship, 300 were picked up
by escorting destroyers, but 186 crewmembers made it to shore
at Cape Bon, Algeria in rafts and life boats. These people were
captured and sent to the infamous POW camp at Laghouat on
the edge of the Sahara Dessert.

The Laghouat camp was run by the Vichy French under the
command of the Germans and was as bad a camp as ever
existed in WWII, water was scarce and food generally rotten by
the time it got to POW’s in that heat. A book “Knuckle of
Camel” (1 don’t know the author) was written about this camp
and the atrocities that occurred there.

Now to our displayed cover and story. On board HMS
Manchester served two Canadians, one of whom was
Midshipman Paymaster J.H. McEwyn Cocks who was taken
prisoner and interred at Laghouat. The envelope shown nearby
is addressed to him, it originated in London, Ontario, where it

was forwarded to Ottawa for censoring. If you look carefully at
the cancels you can read the two city names, looking at the
illustrated back of the cover you can see the Canadian censor
tape wit “EXAMINED BY EXA” and over that a German
censor tape used to again seal the censors checking of the letter
in Berlin (as evidenced by the “b” under the Swastika). By the
time this cover reached North Africa the camp had been
liberated by the Americans and Australians (the camp was
liberated on November 11, 1942) and so the letter started its
long trek home as “RETURN TO SENDER”, “UNABLE TO
DELIVER” and “RETOURNEZ A LEVOYEUR”. The letter

finally arrived at the Dead Letter Office in Ottawa Ontario May
20, 1943. Midshipman Cocks went on to serve out the war
onboard an aircraft carrier and lived a long life, passing away in
Ottawa Canada in 2006.

This cover represents the kind of research you must do to
properly tell a story in postal history. | suggest if postal history
interests you then get to know how to use Google. | bet you
have a cover that can tell a story, why not write it up and
submit for publication in our newsletter?

Shown below are pictures of the cover, the back of the
cover, and map of where Laghouat is located.
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