TOPICALCOLLECTING Peter Jacobi

Topical collecting, as the name implies, is the collection
of philatelic material all belonging to one topic or theme.
Popular topics include animals, particularly horses, cats,
dogs, birds, butterfliegtc. Other topics | have seen at

exhibitions are Christmas themes, Santa Claus, the Pope,

airplanes, ships, trains and lighthouses, but anything is
fair game. One member of our stamp club has exhibited
Mushrooms, another, a retired Pharmacist, has a
collection dealing with Pharmacological material
(medicinal plants, Pharmacists honored for their
contribution to their profession and the like.)

So youdre ready to start

How are you going to pick the topic?

Will it be somethingyou have always liked such as dogs
or cats or will you chose a topic for which you already
have quite a bit of material?

Let 6s say t fi0dty mpaswyoambpic. k
This would be a good topic with a lot of material
available. Now you may wislotconfine yourself to a
certain year, otherwise the topic could become
overwhelming. The elements for your collection could
then include:

Stamps of the host country

Stamps of other countries saluting the event
First day covers

Commemorative blocks &ouvenir sheets
Post cards of the Olympic venues

Letters and postcards sent from the event with
special cancels

Picture post cards of the host city

Picture postcards of known athletes together
with their autographs

9. Post office advertising materiarfthe event
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Since my background was in the mining industry, this is
the theme | was most comfortable with and started
collecting. In order to confine myself to an area of
manageable proportions, | chose the mining industry in
the Province of British Glumbia, where | had spent
most of my professional time and working life. So what
does one collect for this sort of fieldote that | have
written the following from the point of view of an
exhibitor, meanirg a person who exhibits his/hgiamp
collection at a local omational Exhibition Here are the
elements of the collection whichihcluded

1. Corner cards of mining companies

2. Corner cards of associated enterprises ssch
smelter, brokers, machineand service
suppliers.

3. Picture post cardhat fitand support the topic.

4, Historical photographs available from the
Provincial Archives

5. Collateral materialvhich supports the story.
In my case this could kaings such as:

a) Stock certificates

b) Free Miners Licenses

c) Pay stubs

d) Union membership cards

e) Vignetes, letterenclosures, bar tickets, etc.
virtually anything that would support the
story/exhibit.

There are 3 or 4 Canadian stamps depicting the mining /

mknerals.industry and to pi play those would be prett
.op‘cal ol T e’ct°1°00n, rei h t
boring® | am more of a historian than amsgecollector
so | approached this subject as follows: Where and when
did the mining industry flourish in British Columbia?

Who were the principal players / companies? How can |
round out the story and who were the main contributors

of the topic or the #time? What do | need to tell a

t h eomplete story? In my case the complete story involved

the actual mining and exploration companies
themselves, the smelters, the financial community which
raised the funds for exploration and the suppliers of
goods and serees which were all part of the Mining
Industry. So this is what | used in my collection:

1. Corner cards (back addresses) seem to be the
first and most obvious items. See some
examples below.

a) Omenica Consolidated Hydraulic Mining
Company
(Nowyouwantd i nsert a
done on the company. For this subject | had
spent quite a bit of time at the British Columbia
and Yukon Chamber of Mines, downtown
Vancouver, for other subjects you obviously
have to consult different sources.)

IF NOT CALLED FOR IN
uuuuuuuu

The OMENICA CONSOLIDATED
HYDRAULIC MINING CO’Y.
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b) Sunshine Mining Company, Ltd ¢) Merchants / Suppliers

NELBON, 8.0,  KASLO, B.O.  BANDON, 8.0,
H. BYERS & CO.,
HARDWARE ETC.

Supshine Mining Qompany, (td.

THREE FoRKs, B. C.

AGENTS
TRUAX AUTOMATIO
ORE OARS.

Wy @ C fDveciecd

BT o g
( ul/j/(/ "
3. Picture Post Cards
Associated Subjectg For my choice of topic, Here youhave to make sure that the topic of the post
that meant smelters, brokers, assayers, card supports your story. A couple of examgles
engineering companies, suppliers, etc.) shown below.
a) Smelters

a) Private picture post card

BRITISH COLUMBIA COPPER CO,, LTD.
SMELTING WORKS,
GREENWOOD, B. C W

e

b) Stock Brokers

nETURN TO
DicKINSON & ORDE,
REAL ESTATE, INSURANCE,
MINING AND STOCK BROKERS,
r. 0. 80 a1

ROBSLAND, BRITISH COLUMBIA.

A. A. BOAACK ESQ.,
VANCOUVER?
B. ¢C.
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If no post cards of the subject you are dealing with are
available, you coulthsert a commercial photograph and
give credit to its source. For example Provincial
Archives are a good source of historical plgoaphs, so
why not utilize therf? Here are a couple of examples:

c: Columbia Avenue in Rossland, B.C.

circa 1896(This sort of picture can beused for
a number of different topics, mime&s mining,
but it could also be used fortawn cancel
collection)

d.Guardingt he fALucky Jacko

claim at Poplar Creek, May 1903

4, Collateral material

This iswhere the fun really begins. Here you can throw
in almost anything that will support your story,
particularly if you are
For my mining exhibits, the following seemed to be
appropriate:

5. Stock certificates

6. Fr ee Mertificate® s C

7 Company Tramway or Railway Passes
8 Pay stubs
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9. Vignettes, letter enclosures, even bar or
drink tickets as long as the material supports
the story of the collection. Examples below.

a) Stock Certificate of the Whitewater
Mines , Ltd.

Normally these stock certificates are too large for a

nﬂnq{e e>|g it page so | scan them and then print them at
onei half the original size as | did with the one shown
above

b) Bank Note Engravings, suitable for feature
pages
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