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MACHIN SERIES OF DEFINITIVE STAMPS
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MEMBER BIRTHDAYS....
Bill Moore 17/09/45

Bill is the only member with a birthday this month Happy Birthday Bill!! Hope you had or have a great day
with a ton of presents and cake and ice cream.

NOVEMBER AUCTION

This is very important that you read. IF you are wanting to participate in the November auction, now is the
time to get your material together and get it to Jack Case our auctioneer. ALL MATERIAL MUST BE IN
HIS HANDS NO LATER THAN THE OCTOBER 2008 MEETING! To be auctioned off at the November

meeting.

Be sure and get an auction card at the next meeting, fill it out with the item you want to auction off and BE
SURE TO TELL WHAT YOUR MINIMUM BID WILL BE.

THE STRONGEST PRINCIPLE OF GROWTH LIES IN HUMAN CHOICE.
— GEORGE ELIOT
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CLUB BUSINESS AND EVENTS

PROGRAM FOR SEPTEMBER

Our very own Nick Thornton will have the program. Nick has been in the Philippine Island for the last 4
month and plans to (perhaps) tell us of his adventures, and misadventures, while in the Phillipines. I think he
may also mention something about stamps.

AUGUST MEETING

The program of our August meeting was about collecting U.S. navy ship cancellations and coverers, given by
Willis Monk. He centered his talk on ship that were anchored along “Battleship Row” on 7 December 1941 in
Pear| Harbor. Because it was myself giving the program | will refrain from patting myself on the back to
very much. Most person who attended the meeting seem to have enjoyed it. The good comments after the
meeting and e-mails | have received the following weeks are greatly appreciated. Thank-you.

Talking about programs, | believe it would be nice if some of our members who have never given a talk,
should give serious to doing so. It isn’t that hard to do. If I can do it, I know anyone else can do it, and do it
better. We are booked up with programs till next January. So, you have time to put something together and
let us know when you are wanting to do this.



OCTOBER 2008 PROGRAM
Is scheduled to be performed by Dan Chaij. The topic is to be on the stamps of Cuba.

NOVEMBER 2008 PROGAM
Our annual action. PLEASE read about the interining items for the auction. To be a succeful auction this
depend completely up on you the member.

DECEMBER 2008 PROGRAM
Our annual, once a year, Christmas dinner.
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER

September, 2008

It is my understanding that the APS stamp show will be in Pittsburgh next August. It would
be wonderful if a group of us could drive up together to attend the show? Be thinking about
it.

Do remember to bring in your items to Jack Case either September or October for our
annual November auction. This is a great opportunity to rid yourself of unwanted stamp
objects and who doesn’t have those???

Willis did a mighty fine job on his talk about Pearl Harbor covers. | found it to be very
interesting and informative. Once again, | am amazed at the knowledge of our club
members. Thanks to all who are willing to share your collections with us.

Until next month....

Trish

“Perhaps the most valuable result of all education is the ability to make yourself do the
thing you have to do, when it ought to be done, whether you like it or not.”

—Thomas H. Huxley

DON'T DARE TO BE DIFFERENT JUST DARE TO BE YOURSELF !
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BRITAIN’S MACHIN DEFINITIVE SERIES

Many of the club members collect Great Britain stamps. | was thinking it
would be nice to talk about the Machin (pronounced: MAY-CHIN) serious of
stamps. The Machin stamps are the long running serious of stamps that Great
Britain has used for their defintives. Machin stamps are well know and easy to
obtain. Plus with the tremendous amount of variation in color and postage
values make them an interesting topic to collect.

Definitive stamps are those postage stamps that normally are the ‘work horse’
of the post office, and remain on sale for a longer period of time than
commemoratives. Many countries make their definitive stamps fairly plain
and small, usually in an effort to save on production costs. However, the
United States post has normally made their definitive stamp look rather
unique by using the picture of past presidents on each issue. That is up until the early 50’s when the
standing Liberty issues were printed.

Even though definitive may look boring and all alike, many stamp collectors find definitive to be the most
fascinating type of stamp to collect. When a single design is used over and over for many years, it often
becomes possible to find interesting varieties among the stamps that are created.

One of the most well-known definitive stamp series in the world began in Great Britain in 1967 and it has
continued into the 21st century. The stamp designs are about as simple as can be, showing a left-facing
profile portrait of Queen Elizabeth Il and a number indicating the postage value of the stamp.

The portrait was originally created in plaster by artist Arnold Machin when the queen was approaching age
40. In tribute to the classic design, these British definitive are most commonly referred to as Machins.

One of the earlier stamps of this series, the 2-penny issue of 1968, is shown to the right. Notice that the
denomination is expressed as **2d.” The letter "'d"* represents ""penny** on British stamps issued in sterling
currency values. Following a national change over to decimal currency in 1971, British stamps began using
the letter "'p"* to indicate penny values.

Figure 2. Stamps in the Machin series are found in several different formats. The four stamps at the bottom

include insignia identifying them with specific regions (from left to right): Northern Ireland, Scotland,
Wales, and Isle of Man. 7




This is but a fraction of the many Machin definitive that have been issued: The Scott Standard Postage
Stamp Catalogue lists more than 500 major varieties of Machin stamps. Specialist collectors will tell you that
there are many more varieties to be found once you begin looking closely at these stamps.

Although the majority of the Machin definitives resemble the simple stamp shown at the top of Figure 1, a
number of different design varieties exist. Several are shown together in Figure 2.

The top three stamps in the illustration are small definitives issued in 1979 (2p at top left), 1990 (15p at top
center with an added portrait of Queen Victoria to mark the 150th anniversary of British postage stamps),
and 2000 (top right, showing a revised and enlarged portrait of the queen).

The next row of stamps shows a horizontally oriented self-adhesive Machin issued in 1997, an engraved 10p
medium-size stamp from 1970, and an even larger high-value £2 stamp from 1977.

The four stamps pictured at the bottom of Figure 2 each include a national symbol in the design that
identifies the stamp as a regional issue, sold predominantly in a specific area of the United Kingdom but
valid for postage throughout the land. From left to right are stamps from Northern Ireland, Scotland, Wales

& Monmouthshire, and the Isle of Man.

These designs are obvious varieties in the Machin series. More subtle varieties become apparent with closer
examination of the stamps.

Though most Machin stamps are printed using etched gravure cylinders, others have been printed by nearly
every process imaginable, including with intaglio plates made from line-engraved designs and, more
commonly, by the transfer process of offset lithography.

Distinguishing the small differences between stamps printed by the various methods often requires close
examination under magnification.

Machin stamps are also printed with phosphor-bar overprints of various widths. These usually transparent
coatings are placed in various positions on the stamps to aid automatic mail-sorting machine The phosphor
coating can be seen when it is exposed to ultraviolet light, and sometimes it is faintly visible under ordinary

light.

Color and shade varieties are plentiful in this series, and they can be very subtle. The Scott catalog lists five
colors for the 4p value alone: olive bister, greenish blue, bright greenish blue, bright blue and Prussian blue.

Small variations in the queen’s portrait also distinguish certain
varieties.

The Scott catalog points out that many Machin stamps are found
with the numerals of value printed in varying widths. Figure 3
shows the 75p black with wide numerals from 1984 (left) and the
revised 75p black with narrow numerals from 1988 (right).

Specialist collectors also look at varieties in paper, gum type,
perforation and more. Most Machin stamps are sold as post-office panes, but many also have been created in
coil or booklet form.



Figure 4

British coil stamps are often created in multivalue formats that contain more than one denomination. Shown
in Figure 4 is a strip of five stamps from a 1969 coil consisting of two 2d stamps, one 3d, one 1d and one 4d.
This pattern repeats throughout the coil.

United States collectors will note that the coil stamps are not straight-edged at top and bottom like most U.S.
coil stamps. Still, British coil stamps can be identified with magnification because two parallel sides (either
top and bottom or left and right) will show that the perforations have been precisely cut by a machine, not
separated by hand-tearing.

The Machin design also appears on British postal cards, letter cards, envelopes and aerograms. Shown in
Figure 5 are a 10%p aerogram and a 3%2p letter card (with added 1p Machin definitive stamp).

The collector who has an interest in Machin definitives will find that collecting them is a challenging
endeavor, but there are many wonderful resources to turn to for information.

The Scott catalog, with Machin listings following the standard listings for British stamps, provides a very
basic starting point. Several British catalogs, including Stanley Gibbons and Stoneham, give additional
details about varieties found in the series.

The Complete Deegam Machin Handbook by D.G.A. Myall is the authoritative reference work for collectors
of this remarkable series. At more than 500 pages, this comprehensive guide is much more than the
handbook suggested in the title. It provides a very thorough review of these appealing stamps and gives the
reader a clear, ample introduction to many basic details about postage stamp creation and production in
general.
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COVER OF THE MONTH

NENFEnEEn

FIRST SCHEDULED AIR MAIL DELIVERY USING AN AUTOGYRO -6 JULY 1939



I bought this cover from a dealer, at a show in Atlanta, about 3 years ago for only 50 cents. | wanted the
cancellation with the bi-plane. | brought it home and placed in my collection of special cancel. The other day
I was looking at it, and noticed that the cachet had an unusual looking aircraft on. | started searching the
internet to find out what it was.

This cover should be worth a lot more than what | paid for it, as it is a special cancel and cachet for the first
time air mail was flown from Philadelphia to Camden, NJ; BY THE USE OF AN AUTOGYRO. The
autogyro was the fore runner of the helicopter, and in 1939 it was not only a new creation, but it required a
very skilled pilot to fly it. It had the body of an airplane as well as the propeller, but wings were missing. The
overhead rotor blades took the place of the wings. The address on the cover is written in pencil and did not
copy well. This cover commemorates the first time it was used on 6 July 1939.
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'The Chattanooga Stamp Club

The Chattanooga Stamp Club is affiliated with the American Philatelic Society and the Southeasten
Federation of Stamp Clubs and has been dedicated to the study, preservation, and promotion of the
philatelic hobby since 1932.

-- CLUB OFFICERS FOR 2008 --

President: Trish Bowers Vice-President: Jim Cate
Secretary: Rebecca Gilbert Treasurer: Carl Anderson
Librarian: Ken Burnham Chronicle Editor: Willis Monk

MEETINGS: Club meetings are held the second Thursday of each month at the Post Office Main Mail
Facility located at 6050 Shallowford Road in Chattanooga, TN. PLEASE be prompt - to maintain building
security, the Post Office opens the doors at the entrance to the office area at 7.00 P.M. and locks them at 7.30
PM.

MEMBERSHIP: Chattanooga Stamp Club memberships are on a calendar year basis. Yearly dues are
$20.00. Send all monetary donations and membership dues to the club’s Treasurer, Mr. Carl Anderson, 919
Dunsinane Rd., Signal Mountain, TN 37377

CONTACT INFORMATION: For directions to the meetings, information pertaining to club membership
and stamp collecting in general please contact our club president, Ms. Trish Bowers, at 423-899-0981.

COMMENTS: When writing articles and personal comments to the Chronicle please send them in writing,
by e-mail to kdape@core.com.
All comments and submissions are welcome.
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