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6500 SHALLOWFORD RD. POST OFFICE

CLUB MEMBER BIRTHDAYS

HOWARD HIGGINS 02/10/28
HOWARD, | HOPE YOU HAD A GREAT BIRTHDAY, WITH

P I sy ]\ 7 7 LOTS OF ICE CREAM, CAKE AND PRESENTS! And that you
S N ,—«-71“-' “m ATy Syt were given Scott #1 and #2 for your birthday.
R =5 V&
AL ’_\\,“‘ = ,/J.: NOVEMBER AUCTION
T AR TH
NS THE OCTOBER 9 " MEETING IS YOUR LAST
CHANCE TO BRING SOMETHING TO PLACE
IN OUR ANNUAL AUCTION. ALL MATERIAL

Meter Stamp Group: C Sub-group: CAl MUST BE IN THE HANDS OF JACK CASE OUR
Year: 1924 AUCTIONNER NO LATER THAN 9 OCTOBER
2008. PLEASE BRING TO THE MEETING ON 9
COLLECTING METER STAMPS OCTOBER.
Everything you ever wanted to know, but was afraid PLEASE DO NOT BRING YOUR MATERIAL TO THE
to ask! NOVEMBER MEETING AND EXPECT TO HAVE IT

ENTERED FOR THE AUCTION, AS JACK TELLS ME
HE WILL NOT ACCEPT IT. PEOPLE THIS IS VERY

NOVEMBER AUCTION IMPORTANT TO HAVE SUCCESSFUL AUCTION, AND
BRING YOUR AUCTION ITEMS TO THE TO RAISE MONEY FOR THE CLUB.

OCTOBER MEETING
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STAMP CLUB NEWS AND EVENTS

PRESIDENT’S CORNER by Trish Bowers

SEPTEMBER 2008 MEETING-

If you missed the September meeting, you missed a good one. Our
very own Nick Thorton gave a great talk on his mission work in the
Philippines and then told us a little of the history of their stamps and
use from the 1800’s to the present day. He brought back, and
displayed a large variety of Philippines stamps that he obtained in
Manila. Thank-you Nick for a wonderful job!

OCTOBER 2008 PROGRAM-
Dan Chaij will give us a program about his trip to the APS show in
Hartford, Conn, this past August.

CHRISTMAS PARTY IN DECEMBER-
There was a discussion on having our Christmas party in a different
location this year. For details and location see the President’s Corner.

CHRONICLE UPDATE-

At the last meeting | was asked about the e-mail version of the
Chronicle, and why it does not appear the same as the printed
version. My only answer would be because of the differences in
computer format, thereby, at times, making the e-mail version hard to
print. Some of this is due to the fact that I place this Chronicle on a
CD and mail it to John Coles, who then places it of the Federations
web site. There seems to be a difference in our computers, just enough
to have the pictures go ‘katty-wampus.’

I am working on ways to correct this and the paging problems.

“What we see depends mainly on what we look for.” —John Lubbock
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My goodness, how can it be possible that October is here?

Our meeting last month was wonderfully presented by Nick. He
shared with us some of his experiences he had while doing an
internship in the Philippines. We had a very good turnout for the
meeting. Thanks all for supporting Nick and our club.

Our November meeting will be the annual auction. It is imperative
that you bring your items to the October meeting as Jack needs time
to categorize everything.

We are doing something different for our Christmas party on
December 11, Thursday. This year it will be at The Tea Cottage
located at 2233 Hickory Valley Road. 1'm excited about this as it is
really different from what we have done in the past. What will not be
different will be the entertainment for the evening. If you were at our
gathering last year, you will remember the wonderful performance by
Vivian Chaij. She is returning!!!

The cost for each person will be $15.00. | will start collecting money
at the October meeting. Please remember, if you plan to attend, |
need your money in advance. | will also need to know whether a non-
meat entree is requested and if it is vegan.

Directions are: from the post office, turn right onto Shallowford Road
at second signal light, turn right onto Hickory Valley Road, second
driveway on right is The Tea Cottage. The Tea Cottage has a web site
if you would like to check it out: www.theteacottage.com The time
will be in next month’s newsletter.

Another thing we need to be thinking about is officers for next year.
All those interested in holding a position, please let me know.

Until next month....

Trish
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http://www.theteacottage.com/

COLLECTING METER STAMPS

The first thing that seems to enter most people,s mind is ...”Why
collect meter stamps?” That could be answered by a question, “Why
not?”

First reason as to why you would want to collect meter stamps would
that there is a super great abundance of meter stamps, they come on

almost all the mail you receive, therefore making them easy to obtain
and almost free.

Second, meters are philatelic items just like printed postage stamps
that you buy at the post office. Stamps are nothing more than a tax
receipt offering proof that the postage has been paid. Meter stamps do
the same thing, they show that the postage has been paid. In fact,
today the majority of the stamps the post office places on your mail at
the clerks window will be a meter stamp. If you are a true philatelist
you will want to collect at lease one of every kind of postal item you
can find.

Third, What to Collect? Here is a short of list things to have fun with.
1. Postage Meter Stamps
a. Topical Slogan Meters
b. Postage Meter Types
e. Postage Meter Essays
f. Postage Meter Proofs
g. Town Names (townlist), by State or Country
. Computer Meter Stamps
. Digital Meter Stamps
4. APC (Automated Postal Center)
Stamps
5. Automat Stamps
a. Frama Vending Postage Stamps
b. Klussendorf Vending Postage Stamps
6. Photostamps
. Tax Revenue Meter Stamps
8. Magazine Ads for Postage Meters

w N

~
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POSTAGE METER BASICS

Everything you ever wanted to know about collecting meter stamps,
but was afraid to ask!

THE FIRST POSTAGE METERS

The postage meter was developed to help businesses prepare mailings
in an efficient manner. The need for this was recognized more than a
hundred years ago and the first commercial installation occurred in
the early 1900’s. However, before that time there were some
experiments.

The first experiment was conducted in 1897 by Di Brazzi who placed
three coin operated machines in New York post offices. The machines
accepted coins and printed a meter stamp, Figure 1, on an envelope.
These vending machines were removed after a few months and only
two examples of the meter stamps exist today.

Similar experiments were
conducted in Norway in 1900 and

Ngw TARE-N-X, 1903, in New Zealand in 1904 and
P e in the US in 1912 and 1913. The
o = first commercial postage meter
p— M 4 installation was accomplished in

REGIS TSRED New Zealand in about 1907 and
New Zealand is the country that

has used postage meters for the
Figare 1

The World®s First Bleter longest.
— |

i Brazri Coin Opcrated
New York 1897

The first commercial use of a postage meter in the US

occurred in Pitney Bowes offices in December 1920, Figure
2, with a square indicia design. The design was so similar to the
permit design of the time that the US post office required a change in
the design. In January 1922 a new oval design was introduced by
Pitney Bowes, Figure 3. Very soon a number of other manufacturers
began to offer postage meters as well.
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Figure 3 — Oval design replaced square design

The meter prints the stamp on the envelope and keeps track of how
much postage remains and how much postage has been used. The
meter is usually attached to a mailing machine that is designed to
facilitate mail preparation. The simpler units stamp and seal one
envelope at a time. More complex units can print a billing statement,
fold it, stuff it into an envelope, stamp and seal it and do that 10,000
times an hour. In the early days the meter had to be taken to the post
office where the clerk would accept money and set the meter. Today
the addition of postage to a meter is automated and generally
accomplished over the phone.
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PARTS OF METER STAMP AND DEFINITIONS

ADDITIONAL POSTAGE PAID

TOWN MARK

POSTAGE VALUE

METER NUMBER

COMMONLY USED TERMS BY METER STAMP COLLECTORS
Margins: The space between the design and the edges of an envelope,
or edges of a cut. While it is best to save the entire cover, a cut that is
smaller than 2"'x4" is very undesirable.

Figure of Value: The various denominations within a proper
classification of postal rates.

Indicia: The entire postage meter stamp impression.

Townmark: Usually found at the left in most designs, it contains the
town name, state, date and sometimes time of mailing.

Slogan: Meter slogans are messages found to the left of many postage
meter stamps.

Postal Slugs: These postal inscription slugs, when used on bulk or
catalog mailings, may be found in various styles of lettering.

Printing Inks: The standard colors of ink used for printing postage
meter stamps are: Red, Blue, Purple, Green, Black, Orange, and
Lilac.

Meter Number: All postage meters are assigned a meter number by
the manufacturer that the Post Office can use to trace the user.
A
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POSTAGE METER TYPES

The early postage meters were entirely mechanical. The counters that
kept track of postage were generally mechanical wheels that were
advanced one notch each time the meter printed a meter stamp. There
were, of course, electric motors on many units, but some were operat-
ed by a hand crank of some sort. Some mechanical models eventually
had digital displays but they were largely mechanical in nature. The
postage was accounted for mechanically, the meter stamp was printed
using a die and the postage was printed with mechanical numbers.
Figures 1 shows an example of a meter stamps printed from mech-
anical meters.
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Figure 1 — Mechanical print

As electronics developed some electronic features were added to the
postage meter and the mailing machines. The first really fully
electronic meters appeared about 1969 with electronic displays and
telephone like keypads. Eventually some electronic models were
provided that allowed postage to be added to the meter remotely, over
the phone, rather than physically taking the unit to the post office for
resetting. While the postage was accounted for electronically, in
general the meter stamp was printed with a die and the postage was
printed with mechanical numbers. Figure 2 shows an example of a
meter stamp printed from an electronic postage meter.

REMEMBER THE NOVEMBER AUCTION! 9
ISSUE: 081009 -- CHATTANOOGA STAMP CHRONICLE - OCTOBER 2008

INTERPEX1962/ [( f~t' SPISTAE
| fl;”:: %
wante 100l f s = * |
TR 7?{\: .0 l‘ ® y
€ | ks, =
ULLYE VR AP L :- | T-N ’."I )1\ 'Ii

Figure 2 — Electronics Meter

In the same fashion, as digital electronics were developed some digital
features were added to the units. Early digital postage meters still
used a mechanical printer, but eventually computer-like dot matrix,
laser or mylar film printers were added. In addition, fully digital
meters print a laser readable data block that will allow post office
sorting equipment to read and sort the mail more easily. The fully
digital meters will be the only types allowed once the Meter Migration
Mandate is completed. Figure 3 shows an example of a meter stamp
printed from a digital meter.

Figure 3 — Digital printing
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Figure 8
Onrmidenceninational Digital Dieter

Notice the big dotted square in the middle of the stamp? This is for
lazar reading and contains the info of where the letter was sent from
and where to send it to.
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STAMP OF THE MONTH

Take a good, long look at the meter stamp above. Did you ever
wonder why the Great Depression of the 1930’s lasted so long. Now
you know. The years and months back in those days were longer than
they are today.

The date in the town-mark to the left of the frank, is printed as
February 71, 1933! So, you see, in those days there were more days in
a month than theere are now. We had at leas 71 days in a month, thus
making one year twice as long as they are today.

The truth is that because of the way the meter apparatus was
assembled the numbers in the date were often placed in backwards or
in the wrong place. But my theory sounds good, doesn’t it?

"'Old age and treachery beats youth and enthusiasm every
time!"™ - UNKNOWN

“Karl Marx is going to win this war”-- Father Coughlin
(And he did! — Do you remember Father Coughlin? - Ed.)

REMEMBER THE NOVEMBER AUCTION! 11

pST Pﬁa

<F

P
D l'|n':inmmu_|4'l':i-l -
@ g
=

% HARLESTDM 124
> “ ‘
% »°

Chattanooga Stamp Club E
| ? dWvLS

The Chattanooga Stamp Club

The Chattanooga Stamp Club is affiliated with the American
Philatelic Society and the Southeasten Federation of Stamp Clubs
and is dedicated to the study, preservation, and promotion of the
philatelic hobby since 1932.

-- CLUB OFFICERS FOR 2008 --
President: Trish Bowers Vice-President: Jim Cate
Secretary: Rebecca Gilbert Treasurer: Carl Anderson
Librarian: Ken Burnham Chronicle Editor: Willis Monk

MEETINGS: Club meetings are held the second Thursday of each
month at the Post Office Main Mail Facility located at 6050
Shallowford Road in Chattanooga, TN. PLEASE be prompt - to
maintain building security, the Post Office opens the doors at the
entrance to the office area at 7.00 P.M. and locks them at 7.30 PM.

MEMBERSHIP: Chattanooga Stamp Club memberships are on a
calendar year basis. Yearly dues are $20.00. Send all monetary
donations and membership dues to the club’s Treasurer, Mr. Carl
Anderson, 919 Dunsinane Rd., Signal Mountain, TN 37377

CONTACT INFORMATION: For directions to the meetings,
information pertaining to club membership and stamp collecting in
general please contact our club president, Ms. Trish Bowers, at 423-
899-0981.

COMMENTS: When writing articles and personal comments to the
Chronicle please send them in writing, by e-mail to k4ape@core.com.
All comments and submissions are welcome.



mailto:k4ape@core.com

