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MEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

KATHY DOWBIGGIN ------ 03/11 

WILLIS MONK --------------- 23/11 
Hoping that each had a great day, with lots of presents and ice cream 

and cake!!!   

 

 

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT 

"When a government is dependent for money upon the 

bankers, they and not the leaders of the government control 

the situation, since the hand that gives is above the hand 

that takes ... financiers are without patriotism and without 

decency..." -- Napoleon  

 

"Money plays the largest part in determining the course of 

history." -- Karl Marx in the Communist Manifesto 
A 

A 

2 



ISSUE: 81311                     --CHATTANOOGA  STAMP CHRONICLE --                    NOVEMBER 2008 

CLUB BUSINESS AND EVENTS 

 

OCTOBER MEETING ï 

Thanks to Dan Chaij for giving the October meeting. Dan visited the 

American Philitelic Show in Hartford, CT this past August.  He gave a 

presentation on the verius stamp societies that were present at the 

show. 

 

CHRISTMAS PARTY ï 

Trish needs your money for the dinner before we have our Christmas 

party. See the Presidentôs Corner for more details. 

 

AUCTION THIS MEETING -- 

BE SURE TO BRING LOTS OF MONEY TO THE MEETING THIS 

MONTH, AND BUY A LOT AT A HIGH BID. THE CLUB NEEDS 

THE FINANCIHAL INPUT!! 

 

 

A NOTE ABOUT FAMOUS COLLECTORS 
In this issue I talk about famous people who collected stamps. It's 

amazing some of the people who collect stamps. In the 1930s, the stars 

of philately were F-D-R and Dracula actor Bela Lugosi. In Hollywood 

today, there are James Earl Jones, Karl Malden and Ernest Borgnine. 

 

On Capitol Hill, James Sensenbrenner, chairman of the House 

Judiciary Committee, lists the value of his stamp collection in his 

financial disclosure statement...Senator Carl Levin of Michigan can 

be spotted at Washington stamp shows...and there are other  

collecting members of Congress from both sides of the aisle. 

 

Karl Rove, a key presidential adviser, collects stamps, and word is 

that Chief Justice William Rehnquist does also. In sports, Lakers 

owner Jerry Buss and basketball commentator Digger Phelps are 

stamp collectors. So is former astronaut Henry Hartsfield. 

 

It's a pretty diverse group. Of course, there's no requirement that 

stamp collectors register as such, so it's likely there are more 

celebrities that I do not know about that collect stamps.  
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Our one and only Bill Moore got his ñ15 minutes of fameò this past 

week when he had his picture in the Chattanooga Times Free Press. 

Bill has found what may prove to be a rare stamp. I have copied a 

portion of the article, having to chop it down to fit the Chronicle form 

and because of space limitations. CONGRATULATIONS, Bill!!!! 

 

POLITLCAL MAILING RETURNS 

MORE THAN A VOTE 

(The stamp at right is only an example of 

what Bill found.)After seven years of 

scanning his mail with an ultraviolet light, 

Bill Mooreôs diligence finally may have 

paid off. Mr. Moore believes he has found 

a  rare stamp attached to a letter from the 

McCain campaign. ñItôs kind of like 

somebody out in their backyard digging around planting 

flowers and they come up with a dinosaur jaw bone,ò says 

Bill Moore. Continued on page 9. 

 

 

Bill 

Moore, 

standing 

guard at 

his mail 

box. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

a 
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PRESIDENTôS CORNER by Trish Bowers 
I trust all will remember that Novemberôs meeting is our annual 

auction.  This is a fun meeting and always interesting to see what 

members have to sell and buy.  Please come and bring your $$$.    

Our Christmas party will be December 11, Thursday.  As mentioned 

last month, it is at The Tea Cottage located at 2233 Hickory Valley 

Road.  Weôll plan to meet at 6:00 P.M. with dinner at 6:30.  There will 

be door prizes and a very special returning performance by Vivian 

Chaij.  The cost for each person is $15.00.  If you plan to attend, I 

need your money in advance.  I will also need to know whether a non-

meat entrée is requested and if it is vegan. 

 

Directions are: from the post office, turn right onto Shallowford Road 

at second signal light, turn right onto Hickory Valley Road, second 

driveway on right is The Tea Cottage.  The Tea Cottage has a web site 

if you would like to check it out:  www.theteacottage.com  

 

Richard Barr has filled out an application for membership.  We will 

vote November. 
 

Allow me to vent (yet again).  I was at the Shallowford Post Office on 

October 24 to purchase stamps.  I asked for the second series of 

ñFlags of Our Nation.ò  They did not have them, but according to the 

clerk, have been ordered.  These stamps were issued on September 2 

which was 7 ½ weeks ago.  It just amazes me that the post office would 

spend all the money to create these stamps and then not make them 

available for customers.  With a sure bet that rates will be 

changing May ô09, that means the second series will be available for  

possibly six months or less.  What part of the postal service does not 

understand this???  Do not get me wrong, I love all post offices, I love 

going to one, I love getting new stamps, I love visiting post offices 

when Iôm in another area, but, having said that, the powers that be 

need to toughen up.  I do not know nor understand all the politics and 

workings of the post office which is probably the main source of 

problems; just too many people and too much government 

involvement.  Another thing, again at Shallowford, I did not see any 

advertising of current releases of stamps.  I had out of town visitors 

this past  

Continued on page 10 - 
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FAMOUS STAMP COLLECTORS 
We all know that postage stamps have the pictures of famous people. 

People in positions of world leadership, movies, science, etc. But, how 

many of these famous people collect stamps? A list of famous stamp 

collectors would include FDR, Gandhi, Freddy Mercury, a rock singer 

and even the president of France is a stamp collector. 

 

Possibly the most famous of all stamp collectors was President 

Franklin D. Roosevelt.  

 

PRESIDENT  FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT 

(January 30, 1882 ï April 12, 1945) New York, Washington, D.C. 

President Roosevelt was called the ñPhilatelic President.ò During his 

presidency from 1933 to 1945 he promoted stamp collecting in many 

ways. Roosevelt had a hand in every stamp issued during his period in 

office, suggesting some, designing many and giving his final approval 

on all issues. He arranged for the issuance of souvenir sheets at 

national stamp conventions and saw that many stamps had their first 

days at philatelic events.  

 

FDR, a stamp collector from his youth, 

joined the APS while he was governor of 

New York. During his presidency, he 

regretfully declined invitations to attend 

any local, national or international 

philatelic events. However, he always sent 

an enthusiastic and knowledgable reply, 

regretting his inability to attend but 

wishing he could. 

 

His stamp collection contained an exceptional array of die proofs of 

20th century U.S. stamps given to him by the Bureau of Engraving 

and Printing. It also contained full sheets of the stamps issued during 

his presidency, signed by post office officials and members of the BEP. 

His collection included many large and elaborate presentation albums 

containing unlisted varieties, proofs and essays given him as head of 

state by many foreign governments. 

W 

W 
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THE LAST STAMP OF PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT  

Upon entering the White House as President, Roosevelt brought his 

stamp collection with him. He also brought to the office an expertise 

in philately that hadn't been seen before or since. He was active in 

postal activities, suggesting stamps, approving designs, and offering 

direction to the Post Office. He has been nicknamed the "Philatelic 

President."  

 

His active participation in stamp collecting was evident up to his final 

day. On the morning of April 12, 1945, while resting in Warm 

Springs, Georgia, he arose and worked on his collection. He then 

looked over a design for a new stamp to recognize the founding of the 

United Nations. A few weeks earlier, Roosevelt had suggested a stamp 

design, and the Postmaster General had a mock-up design created for 

the President's review. 

It was this design that 

he approved that fateful 

morning. 

 

Later that day, at 1:15 

PM, Roosevelt collapsed 

from a cerebral 

hemorrhage. He died 

two hours later. The 

nation and the world 

had lost an avid 

collector. His love for philately and his popularity on the world's stage 

caused many people to take up stamp collecting. The stamp that he 

approved on the morning of his death was altered very slightly before 

it was released a few weeks later. The Postmaster General put 

Roosevelt's catch-phrase "Toward United Nations" and the date in 

quotation marks, along with identifying the President by name. 

 

The stamp, illustrated above, is Scott #928 for the United States. The 

stamp is widely available for a very low cost. 

W 

W 

W 
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GANDHI ï STAMP COLLECTOR 

I wasnôt able to find much information about what Gandhi collected. 

Below is what I could find about him as a stamp collector. 

 

News On Sunday, Port-Louis, Mauritius reports Mahatma Gandhi 

was a stamp collector.  

According to correspondent Indradev Curpen, In The Story of My 

Experiment with Truth, Gandhi writes how he got the support of 

children of his village to send his 'green pamphlets' to his supporters. 

 

Gandhi said in his book, ñTo get these pamphlets ready for posting 

was no small matter. It would have been expensive too, if I had 

employed paid help for preparing wrappers. But I hit upon a much 

simpler plan. I gathered together all the children of my locality and 

asked them to volunteer two to three hours' labour of a morning, 

when they had no school. This they willingly agreed to do. I promised 

to bless them and give them, as a reward, used postage stamps which I 

had collected.ò  

 

After his assassination in 1948, 90 countries, from Antigua to Zambia, 

issued stamps in his honor. In 1969, to commemorate the birth 

centenary of the Mahatma, over 40 countries issued stamps of 

Gandhi. 

 

 

 

 

 

            

 

 

                                  #1174                                    #1175 

Two U.S. stamps issued to honor Gandhi 

 

ñThe roots of knowledge are bitter, but its fruit are sweet.ò 

ð Cicero, Roman Statesman (106-43BC)  

a 
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Continued from page 4 ï 

Under normal light. The green stamp with a golden-colored 

eagle looks like any other stamp on Mr. Mooreôs cluttered 

coffee table. But when the stamp collector scans the stamp 

with his ultraviolet light, the stamp glows a pale, irridesent 

green while the others on his table remain dull. While 

authorities in the stamp collecting world say they will need 

to verify Mr. Mooreôs find, one said the find could etch the 

Brainerd residentôs name into the annuals of philately. 
 

ñIn some ways heôll be acknowledged in history that way,ò 

said Michael Baadke, editor of Linnôs Stamp news, one of 

the hobbyôs leading publications. Mr. Baadke explained 

that regular stamps are printed on phosphorescent paper 

that glows under UV light, while pre-sorted stamps for bulk 

mailing like Mr. Mooreôs stamp are printed on non-reactive 

paper.  Fred Baumann, a spokesman for the American 

Philatelic Society, explained that it would takes some time 

before collectors can determine how rare Mr. Mooreôs 

stamp is because the stamps are normally made in batches 

of several thousand and there are others in circulation. 

Because the stamps are identical to the common version 

under normal use, many have probably been thrown away. 

ñHe may have the only envelope that survives and all the 

rest go into the can,ò said Mr. Baumann. 
 

Based, in part, upon an article from the Chattanooga Free-

Press. 

 

"In the real world, nothing happens at the right place at the 

right time. It is the job of journalists and historians to 

correct that." ïMark Twain 

                
 

 

                                                                                                                    9 

ISSUE: 81311                     --CHATTANOOGA  STAMP CHRONICLE --                    NOVEMBER 2008 

THE PRESIDENT OF FRANCE IS A STAMP 

COLLECTOR 

Nicholas Sarkozy, is the president of France and a stamp collector. In 

a recent letter to the French federation of stamp societies, he describes 

himself as someone "who has a passion for philately" -- that's stamp 

collecting. He says it provides a window on the world and its exciting 

history.  Sarkozy acknowledges that most busines no longer use 

stamps, insteady relying on modern technology, but says he's 

confident that stamp collecting WILL flourish if it succeeds at 

adapting to the Twenty-First Century. 

 

Sarkozy has a full plate with all the reforms he wants for France in 

general. In stamp collecting, he suggests that La Poste, the French 

postal agency, should produce about a third of its stamps using 

engraving, and have more of a dialogue with collectors. Will they 

listen? (Today, the U.S. should be listening. ïED.) 

 

 

PRESIDENTôS CORNER ï Continued from page 5 

weekend.  I shared with them one of my stamp albums.  They were 

amazed with all the issues of commemorative stamps.  Jeanne asked 

where I got them as she said she is never offered these stamps when at 

the post office.  My friends actually thought you had to pay extra for 

commemorative.  Needless to say, I set them straight real fast.  A 

quote from the movie Field of Dreams, ñBuild it and they will come.ò  

The post office builds them and then they keep them a really big 

secret. Until next monthé. (AMEN AND AMEN!-Ed) 

Trish 

 

 

"See in my line of work you got to keep repeating things 

over and over and over again for the truth to sink in, to 

kind of catapult the propaganda." ~ Bubba Bush, 

Rochester, NY., May 24, 2005. 

P 

P 

P 
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STAMP OF THE MONTH 

This month we celebrate Veterans Day on 11 November. I 

created a montage using a major portion of U.S. stamps 

honoring our veterans. Just  a personal way to say THANK-

YOU to the terrific service the Veteran has given to our 

country. 
 

 

          
 
 

                                           
 
 

                      
 

[This page appears different than the printed version. This is do to the 

deference in computer systems.] 

 

 

     

The Chattanooga S tamp Club  
 

The Chattanooga Stamp Club is affiliated with the American 

Philatelic Society and has been dedicated to the study, preservation, 

and promotion of the philatelic hobby since 1932.  

 

-- CLUB OFFICERS FOR 2008 -- 

President: Trish Bowers             Vice-President: Jim Cate 

Secretary: Rebecca Gilbert        Treasurer: Carl Anderson 

Librarian: Ken Burnham       Stamp Chronicle Editor: Willis Monk 

 

MEETINGS: Club meetings are held the second Thursdays of each 

month at the Post Office Main Mail Facility  located at  6050 

Shallowford Road in Chattanooga, TN. PLEASE be prompt - to 

maintain building security, the Post Office opens the doors at the 

entrance to the office area at 7.00 P.M. and locks them at 7.30 PM. 

 

MEMBERSHIP: Chattanooga Stamp Club memberships are on a 

calendar year basis. Yearly dues are $20.00. Send all monetary 

donations and membership dues to the clubôs Treasurer, Mr. Carl 

Anderson, 919 Dunsinane Rd., Signal Mountain, TN 37377 

 

For a printed copy of any issue of the Chronicle, send 0.42 cents in 

stamps to 380 White Rd. Old Fort, TN.  

 

      

 

                              ---------  PLEASE NOTE  ---------- 

DEADLINES: The deadline for anything to be published in the 

Chattanooga Stamp Chronicle is the 20
th

 of  each month. E-mail is 

preferred, however snail mail is OK. E-mail to: k4ape@core.com 

 

 


